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of the Exploitation Department of the newly formed rail-
road system, As my office was located in St. Petersburg,
I settled in the capital and married Madame Spiridonov,
nee Ivanenko, a very beautiful woman and the daughter of
the Marshal of the nobility of the Chernigov province. I
met rny future wife at Odessa, where she resided after
having left her husband, who was a profligate and a worth-
less fellow generally. With my assistance she obtained her
divorce and followed me to St, Petersburg. Out of con-
sideration for my wife, I adopted the girl who was her
only child, with the understanding, however, that should
our marriage prove childless she would not succeed me as
heiress.
Those years were the golden age of private railroad con-
struction and operation in Russia. They witnessed the
growth of huge fortunes in the hands of several railroad
kings. I have known some of them, for instance, Gubonin,
a plain peasant with a great deal of horse sense, old Polya-
kov, a Jewish patriarch, the head of a dynasty of financial
and railroad leaders, von Meek, a stiff German, Derviz.
The latter's fabulous wealth turned his head, In the
palaazo which he built for himself in Italy he maintained a
complete operatic company and had operas produced for
himself as the only audience.
Blioch, the head of our railroad corporation, made a
rather remarkable career. An apparently insignificant and
totally untutored Jew, he started as a small railroad con-
tractor. When he prospered he had the intelligence to
withdraw from the country for the purpose of getting "an
education. He went as far as attending a German univer-
sity. Thereupon he returned to Russia, and married a
beautiful society girl at the price of conversion to Catholi-
cism. He settled in Warsaw and began to build railroads*
At the time when I entered the service of the Corporation
of South-Western Railroads, Ivan Alexeyevich Vyshnegrad-